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Barranquilla´s Carnival, one of  the most representative celebrations 
around the world rises Gomezbarros piece: “ Carnival - Se armo el 
paraco”. 

CARNIVAL is a project wich proposes the interaction of  the public 
with the pieces, an ambitious installation that seeks to transfer this 
celebration to uncommon places: from the streets to museums, 
galleries and cultural centers mediated by the public experiences 
and de-contextualizing the figure of  the carniavl float in the middle 
of  plastic arts field. It is a participatory project that invites you to 
experience the carnival in its essence and rescue the power of  these 
traditional practices involving them in the act of  thinking about our 
current context. 

The main character of  this happening, the “Marimonda” an important 
Carnival figure, will be responsible for achieving the interaction with 
the audience while making a complaint against Colombian violent 
dynamics. In the carriage, viewers will be able to see how a humble 
home is taken by a giant Wasp´s nest (better known as Paraco). 

This intervention in public space is complemented with a theatre play 
entitled “Juego Sucio” (Foul Play) which represents one of  the most 
violent events in the raw reality in Colombia, besides the audiovisual 
material of  the float participating at Barranquilla´s carnaval 2015 and 
the vetigios of  the original installation.

CARNIVAL bares our culture with the joy that characterizes it. Leads 
to reflection and confrontation of  the viewer with its nature and 
context; “The man in his joy and drama towards life and its territory”. 
It is the human drama that men live in these times, where the strongest 
experiences are sometimes tolerable amid laughter and jokes.
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carnaval instalaciÓn
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C A R A N A VA L  -  I N S T A L A C I O N
8.5 x 6.5 m.

Soporte Inflable, Papel Maché, Bareque, 
 Fibra de VidrioMadera, Estructura de Camion
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      COMPONENTES
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ANTECEDENTES

In the region of Magdalena , the word “paraco” is colloquially refe-
rred to tangle or mess . “Paraco” is also the structure built by wasps 
( nests ) , whose presence in rural areas scare away humans and 
animals from around. Anyone can be the reason for these insects 
to feel attacked and rush to their “enemy” .

In the Colombian political context , the word refers to Paramilitary 
groups, individuals belonging to an illegal armed political 
right organization that defends private interests that have
little or nothing to do with the welfare of the community.

P A R A C O S

Installation of 12 organic nests Ink and acrylic paint
Variable Dimentions
2010

Extortion and violence are their common denominator , and 
in the same way the nests intimidates stillness of people , para- 
military groups frightens with their presence the inhabitants of 
regions victims of this phenomenon. That’s when displacement 
is presented as the only option for the residents of these areas in 
conflict ; They must leave their land and belongings to escape 
the shadow of death that haunts these groups outside the law.
“ Paracos “ is an istallation of 12 organic nests intervened with 
inks and acrylic paints to map each of the 12 regions affected 
by the paramilitary phenomenon . It is a work that speaks of 
forced displacement , fear that becomes part of everyday life in 
these regions, and of course the violence that seems endless in 
the Colombian nation.

Juliana Durán Muñoz
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CARANAVAL - INSTALACION
Dimensiones. Variables

Materiales: Soporte Inflable 12x8x25 m. madera, Latón,  
Estructura de Camion
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1972
GOMEZBARROS
Vive y trabaja en Bogotá, Colombia.

Rafael Gomezbarros
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